
 

Uncluttering your Home  

 
After living in a home for 

many years, almost all   
homeowners seem to collect 
the same thing: clutter. It 
slowly trickles in, and most 
of the time, we don’t even 

recognize that our space has 
become cluttered.  This is 
why clutter is so hard to      
address when prepping a 

home for sale.   
 

Even though we may not see 
it, potential home buyers can 
spot clutter immediately and 
believe it or not, it affects the 

way they view your home.   
 

Think of clutter as ‘visual 
noise’ to potential home   

buyers.  Most home buyers 
subliminally judge a home by 

how much work they will 
need to put into it; an          

extremely cluttered home 
may appear to be more of a 

‘fixer upper’.    
 

You want to have as much 
open and clear space as     

possible (without becoming 
too sparse) so a person can 
mentally move their stuff   
into your space.  Let them 
easily envision themselves 
living there, visualize the 

memories they can make and 
allow them to make an     

emotional attachment to 
your home.  

 
 So, try to take a step back,     

detach from nostalgic items 
and pretend you are the    
buyer. Maybe allow your 

hometown real  estate       
professional to guide you in 

preparing your home for 
sale. 

INGREDIENTS 
    1 red bell pepper, diced 

 1 green bell pepper, diced 

 1 yellow bell pepper, diced 

 1/2 cup diced red onion 

 1 can (15.25 oz) corn, drained 

 1 clove garlic, chopped 

 1 tsp cilantro 

 1/4 cup olive oil 

 4 Tbsp red wine vinegar 

 1 tsp lime juice 

 1can (15oz) black beans 

 Salt and pepper to taste 

DIRECTIONS 
1. In a small bowl, combine       

peppers, onion, corn, garlic and 
cilantro. 

2. Add olive oil, vinegar, lime 

juice and salt and pepper to 
taste.  

3. Rinse and drain the black 

beans, add to mix and toss 
well. 

4. Serve with tortilla chips. 

BLACK BEAN SALSA 
Preparing your Kitchen 

when Selling your Home 
In our market, it seems as if most     
buyers are looking for an upgraded 
kitchen. That being said, the kitchen is 
a great place to focus when beginning 
the process of preparing your home to 
sell.    

1) Start by completely clearing 
the counter tops. Then organize to 
make it look like you have plenty of 
room. 

2) Organizing those cabinets and  
drawers is not enough.  The trick 
here is to clear it out: Yes, get rid of 
it by eating it, donating it, packing 
it away or holding a yard sale. 
(When people see a junk drawer 
they write it off as unusable space, 
even if your junk will be removed 
before you leave.) Your goal is to 
have as much “free space” as     
possible.   

3) Depersonalize. Now is the time to 
secure those items and make sure 
they will be protected, organized 
and ready to adorn your new 
place. 

4) Now clean as if your house          
depended on it, because guess 
what, it might. Top to bottom your 
kitchen should sparkle. Scrub 
down anything that’s not moving 
and try to keep it that clean while 
your house is on the market.   

5) Prepare for buyers. Before you 
leave your home for a showing, 
make sure that the dishes are 
washed & put away, blinds are 
open and any personal items are 
put away.  

Wise sellers know that the kitchen of 
any home can make or break a deal. 
Since most buyers dread a costly and 
aggravating kitchen remodel, making 
your kitchen as appealing as possible 
is just good marketing.    



“Zestimates” or similar website based home valuation tools are often 

off by thousands in our area. “Why?” you might ask.  Zillow’s            

algorithm only looks at raw data, like number of bedrooms,       

bathrooms, and square footage and proximity of a home to  another ‘similar’ 

home.  A ‘Zestimate’ does not take into consideration home-specific factors, 

like recent remodeling or age.  For our  area, where two 3BR/2BA homes          

located next to each other are often completely different, this is a problem!   

 Continue Reading At: http://www.carterandroque.com/zillow-com-ally-or-adversary 

Don’t trust a zesti-guess! If you want an accurate estimate on your homes’ real 

worth, see a Realtor® with intimate knowledge of your local real estate market.  

 

The first step in selling a home is always to 

declutter and depersonalize.  

You see it on “Sell this House”, “Designed to Sell”, “Staged to Perfection” and a 
plethora of  other home selling reality shows.  Hosts will take a (sometimes not 
so) normal house and make it so beautiful, the seller would want to move back 

in.  Ever wonder why the “after” is so enticing?  It’s probably because the     
producers use the 1st trick of  home staging, depersonalization.  When in the 
market to sell your home, remember to take a cue from professional stagers 

like those producers did and make your home inviting and anonymous. 
How does it work? 

Anonymousness is all about re-designing an interior so people can easily see 
themselves living there.  The home should showcase the architecture and 

space of  the room, not the stuff  in it.  It should have personality without being 
personalized. You want people to try to see their stuff  in the home. Removing 
your personal items allows people to imagine that they live there.  Your family 

photos and t-ball trophies can momentarily takes the potential home buyer out 
of  this illusion. 

How do I accomplish it?  
Visit http://www.carterandroque.com/making-your-home-anonymous                 

to see the tips and tricks the pro’s use. 


