
Most people don't realize it, but 
McDonalds (NYSE:MCD) is not just 
a burger-flipping restaurant chain. 
It is one of the world's best real 
estate portfolios ever. While the 
franchisees flip the burgers, 
McDonald's Corporation makes 
money on real estate via two 
methods: 

 First, it buys and sells properties, as 
one might suspect. Often these are 
restaurant lots, but this is not     
necessarily always the case.   
McDonald's will buy properties that 
it feels are, or will be, hot locations, 
and it of course sells properties that 
are under performing or otherwise 
not doing so well.  

 Second, on top of the franchise fee 
(usually 8%) which McDonald's 
charges its franchisees to use the 
"McDonald's" name, it also charges 
rent to the franchisees to use the 
corporately-owned properties. 

McDonald's Corporation simply 
owns the best commercial property 
all over the world and knows how 
to make the most of it. 

How’s that for a Happy meal?            
Written by Anthony Dadlani 

 

How Homes are Like Hamburgers  

 My friend ‘discovered’ this wonderful burger joint in 
Pittsburg where there were (no lie) at least 100 ways to craft 
and personalize your burger. As she explained some of the many 
options (meat type, doneness, seasonings, cheese, bun and    
toppings) I thought to myself how funny that this is just like real 
estate. Stay with me…  

 Taste: My friend was explaining the options she chose 
for her burger…. and I was with her… until she said, “Then I    
added buffalo sauce.” In my head I was thinking she just ruined 
the whole thing, but isn’t that what home shoppers think?  
What appeals to one buyer is a complete turn off for another. In      
Western Maryland, the subject of swimming pools comes up 
frequently. We’ve had buyers that would not even remotely 
consider looking at a home without a pool. And we’ve had the 
exact opposite (myself for example). I’ve seen buyers             
compromise basic needs in a home for a swimming pool, wood 
floors, granite countertops and an array of other options. It goes 
to show you just how important taste is and how much it varies 
from person to person. 

 Availability: I wish I could try it out for myself but I’m not 
driving 2 hours to Pittsburg to try a burger, even though my 
friend says it’s worth it. I will resolve to my favorite Savage   
Burger at the Princess Restaurant (it’s delightful, trust me). But 
even then, if I have a Savage Burger craving at 9pm on a         
Saturday night, I’m out of luck because the Princess is closed 
until Monday morning.  You can’t always get what you want: 
ditto with real estate.   Looking for a 40K condo in Frostburg? 
Good luck. Want a $900K palatial estate in Keyser? Probably not 
going to happen. In real estate, you’ve got to know when and 
where to go to get what you’re searching for. Just like            
hamburgers. 

 Price: Think about it, you have everything from a reliable 
$1 McDouble to $5,000 gourmet burgers that come with truffles 
and wine. Why such a big price range: OPTIONS.  My friend    
added fries and ground bacon (among other toppings) to her        
custom burger creation, taking the $9 basic burger to a $13     
distinctive dinner.  The options you choose in your home will 
also vastly affect the price. A 4 bedroom, 2 bath contemporary 
log home at deep creek will cost you a pretty penny, but when 
you add solar panels, heated driveways, custom kitchens, media 
rooms and a host of other upgrades your budget has to grow 
exponentially.    

See! Homes ARE like hamburgers! 

http://seekingalpha.com/symbol/MCD


 

I 
f there was ever a connoisseur of hamburgers, Hamburger 
Harry is probably the most accomplished. Harry has         
collected over 1,000 different pieces of hamburger           

memorabilia and he is the best in the business when it comes to 
providing people with the look into the various things that have 
been created to honor the hamburger.  One of the most               
interesting pieces that Harry has collected is a Hamburger           
Harley. The Hamburger Harley is a trike that packs an interesting 
and tasty looking punch. The huge hamburger was carved out of Styrofoam and coated with a                
fiberglass shell. The top of the bun forms the cowling, which is fitted with hydraulic cylinders that 
raise and lower the body for easy access. Airbrush artist Chris Cruz created the detailed paintwork 
on the burger, from the melting cheese fender to the ketchup bottle shock covers. It is complete 
with cheese, pickles, onions, lettuce and tomato, with a side of fries and a shake. It has decorative 
neon lighting and steam that rises from the burger, but surely the best part is a stereo which plays 
the sound of frying burgers as these custom Harley wheels drive down the freeway.  

Does selling the most burgers mean you make the best burgers? 

 McDonald's sells 75 hamburgers per second and every year they gross more in 

sales than Subway, Wendy's, Burger King, and Chick-Fil-A combined. By far, they are 

the leading seller of hamburgers in the world. But do they make the best burger? I’ve 

never had anyone argue that claim.  I really like the “Black-N-Blue” burger from      

Patrick’s Pub. It is grilled with cajun spices and has melted blue cheese 

crumbles on top. It is one of the best burgers I can ever remember eating.        

In fact, there are many other restaurants that have much tastier burgers 

than  McDonald's. 

 So what does this  all have to do with Real Estate? Plenty. There 

are many firms that sell real estate in our area. They claim to be “The 

Best”, “Sales Leaders” or “# 1”.  That is because there are so many 

ways to define the numbers (by city or area; by agent, team, or office; 

types of sales and so forth). Does being the agent that has 

the ‘most homes sold’ make an agent or real estate 

firm the best? No, no more than it means McDonald's 

makes the best burger in town. In reality a small firm 

with fewer sales (due to being a smaller firm) will be 

more focused on your particular sale and  is more apt 

do a better job for you in selling your home than a larger 

firm.  Just as the best burgers are usually made at the 

smaller eateries, a small real estate firm can do an      

excellent job of selling your home. 

http://www.chriscruz.com/

